
The Children Act 1989 is a fundamental piece of legislation designed to safeguard 
children and promote their welfare. It emphasises the welfare principle, which 
prioritises the child’s best interests in all decision-making processes, along with the 
concept of parental responsibility and the statutory duties of local authorities to protect 
children who may be at risk. The Act fosters multi-agency collaboration to ensure 
children’s needs are met and their rights upheld. Its successful implementation relies 
upon robust safeguarding practices, early intervention to address issues before they 
escalate, and coordinated care services to support children and families.

Purpose
The Act establishes a legal framework to protect and promote the welfare of children, 
emphasising that their needs are paramount in all decisions affecting them.

Key Features
• The Welfare Principle: The child’s welfare is the court’s paramount consideration in 
all decisions.
• Parental Responsibility: Defines the rights, duties, powers, and responsibilities 
parents have concerning their children.
• Child Protection: Sets out the Local Authority’s duties to investigate and take action if 
a child is at risk of significant harm.
• Care and Supervision Orders: Grants courts the authority to make orders to protect 
children in need.

Implications for Commissioners
• Ensure care services adhere to the welfare principle, placing children's needs at the 
centre of all decisions and actions.
• Promote collaboration between agencies to support local authorities in meeting their 
responsibilities under the Act.
• Support consistent safeguarding practices and applying for care and supervision 
orders.
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Key Provisions and Their Implications



Rights of the Child
The Act reinforces that children are entitled to protection, care, and support, ensuring 
their welfare is a central concern in all circumstances.

Implications:
Commissioners must guarantee services respect and prioritise children’s rights in all 
decisions and actions.

Implications:
Commissioners must ensure services actively engage parents and carers in 
decision-making processes.

Parental Responsibility
Defines the responsibility of parents and carers to act in their child's best interests.

Implications:
Commissioners must ensure that service providers adopt person-centred approaches 
that empower children.

Child-Centred Services
The Act prioritises services designed to meet the specific needs of each child.

Implications:
Commissioners should encourage cross-sector collaboration, ensuring services work 
together to deliver integrated care models.

Multi-Agency Collaboration
Promotes coordination between health, education, and social care services to deliver 
cohesive support for children and their families.

Implications:
Commissioners should oversee how services fulfil their statutory duties to assess and 
meet children’s needs.

Local Authority Duties
It places a legal obligation on local authorities to support children in need and their 
families.

Legal Safeguards and Rights

Implementation and Compliance



Safeguarding Processes
Local authorities have a statutory duty to investigate concerns and take appropriate 
actions to protect children.

Implications:
Commissioners should oversee safeguarding procedures and ensure compliance with 
legal requirements.

Implications:
Commissioners should allocate resources to improve safeguarding practices and risk 
assessments.

Protecting Children at Risk
Objective: Ensure proper and effective action to safeguard children from harm.

Implications:
Ensure care services prioritise the long-term well-being and development of children.

Promoting Stability
Objective: Foster stable environments for children, especially in care settings.

Implications:
Commissioners must prioritise early intervention services and family support 
programmes.

Supporting Families
Objective: Provide support that enables families to meet their children’s needs.

Strategic Priorities

Conclusion
The Children Act 1989 remains a cornerstone of child welfare and protection in the UK. 
It sets out clear responsibilities for local authorities, parents, and services to prioritise 
the welfare of children. Commissioners play a vital role in ensuring its principles are 
upheld through effective collaboration, monitoring, and supporting services that 
safeguard and promote the well-being of children and families.


